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50. Corollithion covingtonii Mutterlose & Wise (1990) 
 

 
Pl. 4, Figs. 5, 6 

 
Diagnosis: Oval species of Corollithion with vertical wall elements and a central area largely 

filled by four broad x-shaped bars that splay out against the wall to leave four rounded 
holes roughly aligned along the major and minor axes. Bars are composed of long, thin, 
mostly parallel laths and support a short central spine.  

Description: The wall is composed of about 30 elements; the length/ width ratio of the oval 
is about 1.3. The bar elements are aligned parallel to the bar lengths except where they 
splay outward at the juncture with the wall to inscribe the roughly circular holes. The 
bars are not strictly symmetrical about the major and minor axes, thus the holes are 
offset about 15° counterclockwise from the minor axis in distal view.  

Remarks: A broad concept of the genus is employed here (see Wise, 1983, p. 507); 
otherwise this species might be placed in the genus Stoverius Perch-Nielsen. The fibrous 
central area bars are reminiscent of those of the upper Jurassic Corollithion helotatus 
Wind and Wise in Wise and Wind (1977) and the closely related Stephanolithion bigotii 
brevispinus Wind and Wise in Wise (1983), from which the present form may have been 
derived.  

Named in honor of J. Mitchener Covington for his contributions to studies of Cretaceous 
nannofossils.  

Occurrence: Rare in the Valanginian(?) of ODP Site 692 on the continental slope off East 
Antarctica, Weddell Sea.  

Size: 5-5.5 µm. 
Holotype: Plate 4, Figure 6.  
Isotype: Plate 4, Figure 5.  
Type locality: ODP Sample 113-692B-10R-2, 103-106 cm.  
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